key=the

Chatsea Asia Southeast In Transition Agrarian The Of Challenges Laos In Policy And
Poverty Desire Of Fields

1

Site To Download Chatsea Asia
Southeast In Transition Agrarian
The Of Challenges Laos In Policy
And Poverty Desire Of Fields
Yeah, reviewing a ebook Chatsea Asia Southeast In Transition Agrarian The Of
Challenges Laos In Policy And Poverty Desire Of Fields could add your near
friends listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be successful. As
understood, achievement does not recommend that you have extraordinary points.
Comprehending as well as arrangement even more than extra will oﬀer each
success. next to, the proclamation as skillfully as acuteness of this Chatsea Asia
Southeast In Transition Agrarian The Of Challenges Laos In Policy And Poverty Desire
Of Fields can be taken as competently as picked to act.
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Migration, Agrarian Transition, and Rural Change in Southeast Asia
Routledge Rural life in Southeast Asia is being transformed by new and
intensifying processes of migration and mobility. Migration out of rural
areas creates new forms of class mobility, familial relations, production
processes and income. Migration into rural areas creates a new and
sometimes marginalized workforce, contestation over resource access, and
the juxtaposition of culturally diﬀerent groups. At the same time, everyday
mobility stretches the spatial boundaries of village and family life. The
bounded space of the village is no longer adequate to understand the
dynamics that are driving (and resulting from) rural social change. This
collection of original studies explores the cultural, economic and
environmental dimensions of intensifying migration and mobility in rural
Southeast Asia at multiple scales. Diverse processes are explored including
rural-urban ﬂows, rural-rural movement, everyday mobilities, and
international migrations into regional and global labour markets. Drawing
on ﬁeldwork in six countries across the region, these essays also explore
what migration means for our understanding of class, citizenship, gender
and the state in a rapidly changing part of the world. This book was based
on two parts of a special issue of Critical Asian Studies. Borneo
Transformed Agricultural Expansion on the Southeast Asian Frontier NUS
Press Since the 1960s, Southeast Asia's agricultural sector has experienced
phenomenal growth, with increases in production linked to an energyintensive capitalization of agriculture and the rapid development of
agrifood systems and agribusiness. Agricultural intensiﬁcation and
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territorial expansion have been key to this process, with expansion of
areas under cultivation playing an unusually important role in the
transformation of the countryside and livelihoods of its inhabitants.
Borneo, with vast tracts of land not yet under crops, has been the
epicenter of this expansion process, with rubber and oil palm acting as the
spearhead. Indonesia's Kalimantan provinces and the Malaysian states of
Sabah and Sarawak have all undergone major changes but the time frames
have varied, as have the crops involved. Agricultural expansion in Borneo
is both an economic and a political process, and it has brought about
profound socio-economic transformations, including deforestation, and
development of communication networks. There has also been rapid
population growth, much faster than in either Indonesia or Malaysia as a
whole, with attendant pressures on employment, housing and social
services. Until the end of the 20th century, agricultural expansion in
Indonesia and Malaysia was largely state driven, with the goal of poverty
reduction. Subsequently, as in Borneo, boom crop expansion has been
taken over by private corporations that are driven by proﬁt maximization
rather than poverty reduction. Fields of Desire Poverty and Policy in Laos
NUS Press In this important new book, High argues that poverty reduction
policies are formulated and implemented in ﬁelds of desire. Drawing on
psychoanalytic understandings of desire, she shows that such programs
circulate around the question of what is lacking. Far from rational
responses to measures of need, then, the politics of poverty are
unconscious, culturally expressed, mutually contradictory, and sometimes
contrary to self-interest. Based on long-term ﬁeldwork in a Lao village that
has been the subject of multiple poverty reduction and development
programs, High's account looks at implementation on the ground. While
these eﬀorts were laudable in their aims of reducing poverty, they often
failed to achieve their objectives. Local people received them with
suspicion and disillusionment. Nevertheless, poverty reduction policies
continued to be renewed by planners and even desired locally. High relates
this to the force of aspirations among rural Lao, ambivalent
understandings of power and the "post-rebellious" moment in
contemporary Laos. Revisiting Rural Places Pathways to Poverty and
Prosperity in Southeast Asia University of Hawaii Press "First published in Asia
by NUS Press, National University of Singapore." At the intersection of
gender and generation Engaging with 'youth' in the CGIAR Research
Program on Forests, Trees and Agroforestry CIFOR The purpose of this brief
is to identify the critical issues concerning young people in rural areas that
hold signiﬁcance for FTA's ability to achieve impact at this time of rapid
rural transformation; the key questions concerning youth that matter for F
Rethinking Displacement: Asia Paciﬁc Perspectives Routledge This book
responds to the need to explore the multitude of interconnected factors
causing displacements that compel people to move within their homelands
or traverse various borders in the contemporary world that is characterised
by extensive and rapid movements of people. It addresses this need by
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bringing together historical and contemporary accounts and critical
examinations of the displaced, by articulating the commonalities in their
lived experiences. It accomplishes the task of charting a new path in
displacement studies by oﬀering a number of studies from interdisciplinary
and diverse methodological approaches comprising ethnographic and
qualitative research and literary interpretations to emphasise that
although the forms and conditions of mobility are highly divergent,
individual experiences of displacement and placelessness oﬀer a critical
challenge to the artiﬁcial categorisations of people's movements. Each
chapter adds insights into the diﬀerent conﬁgurations of displacement and
placement, and oﬀers fresh interpretations of migration and dislocation in
today's rapidly changing world. The contributors critically examine a
variety of displacement processes and experiences in the context of war,
tourism, neoliberal policies of development, and the impact of various
agro-forestry policies. They focus on a range of countries, enabling a
thorough comparative analysis in terms of scope and range of examples
and methods of analysis. This book makes an original contribution to the
growing body of literature on displacement, and will appeal to a wide
readership including advanced undergraduates, and graduate students and
professors in disciplines such as human geography, development studies,
sociology and anthropology, regional studies and comparative impact
assessment. The Oil Palm Complex Smallholders, Agribusiness and the
State in Indonesia and Malaysia NUS Press The oil palm industry has
transformed rural livelihoods and landscapes across wide swathes of
Indonesia and Malaysia, generating wealth along with economic, social,
and environmental controversy. Who beneﬁts and who loses from oil palm
development? Can oil palm development provide a basis for inclusive and
sustainable rural development? Based on detailed studies of speciﬁc
communities and plantations and an analysis of the regional political
economy of oil palm, this book unpicks the dominant policy narratives,
business strategies, models of land acquisition, and labour-processes. It
presents the oil palm industry in Malaysia and Indonesia as a complex
system in which land, labour and capital are closely interconnected.
Understanding this complex is a prerequisite to developing better
strategies to harness the oil palm boom for a more equitable and
sustainable pattern of rural development. Approaching rural young people
CIFOR ‘Rural youth’ is a new focus area within the CGIAR (and in the wider
academic literature), yet there are few studies which examine young
people’s roles and relationships to trees, forests and agroforests. This
background report suggests ways the CGIAR Research Program on Forests,
Trees, and Agroforestry (FTA) can involve rural young people into its
research and action. This is at a time when academic and government
reports note the widening gaps between the aspirations young people have
as compared to the realities of the job markets in much of the Global
South. For rural and marginal areas, these trends are especially acute as
agriculture and forestry sectors decline and many rural young people
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desire stable, paid employment., suggesting now is a critical time to
involve young people into FTA’s research and action. In doing so, the
report examines how rural youth are studied from a variety of angles: in
contemporary agrarian, youth and development literatures, and examines
how young people are studied by ﬁve large development agencies; and by
some of CGIAR’s Research Programs. In learning from these studies, the
report oﬀers four major lessons for FTA. These lessons focus on how to
study rural youth and their various contexts, conceptually and
methodologically; how to engage local to regional rural development
activities; and how to support local to national level partnerships. All of
these activities give means and networks of support for rural young
people’s development and employment. In sum, the report oﬀers key
questions and starting points for engaging with young people in each of
FTA’s Flagships, which can not only move the Gender Equality and Social
Inclusion Strategy forward, but help study and address the challenges
facing rural livelihoods and landscapes now and in the future. Powers of
Exclusion Land Dilemmas in Southeast Asia University of Hawaii Press
Questions of who can access land and who is excluded from it underlie
many recent social and political conﬂicts in Southeast Asia. Powers of
Exclusion examines the key processes through which shifts in land
relations are taking place, notably state land allocation and provision of
property rights, the dramatic expansion of areas zoned for conservation,
booms in the production of export-oriented crops, the conversion of
farmland to post-agrarian uses, "intimate" exclusions involving kin and covillagers, and mobilizations around land framed in terms of identity and
belonging. In case studies drawn from seven countries, the authors ﬁnd
that four "powers of exclusion"--regulation, the market, force and
legitimation--have combined to shape land relations in new and often
surprising ways. Land debates are often presented as a conﬂict between
market-oriented land use with full private property rights on the one side,
and equitable access, production for subsistence, and respect for custom
on the other. The authors step back from these debates to point out that
any productive use of land requires the exclusion of some potential users,
and that most projects for transforming land relations are thus
accompanied by painful dilemmas. Rather than counterposing "exclusion"
to "inclusion," the book argues that attention must be paid to who is
excluded, how, why, and with what consequences. Powers of Exclusion is a
path-breaking book that draws on insights from multiple disciplines to map
out the new contours of struggles for land in Southeast Asia. The volume
provides a framework for analyzing the dilemmas of land relations across
the Global South and beyond. The Reinvention of Distinction Modernity and
the Middle Class in Urban Vietnam Springer Science & Business Media This
pioneering collection brings together an international group of scholars to
explore the Vietnamese middle class. From the leisure pursuits of the
colonial middle class to the impact of the new urban rich on landscape of
the countryside, this interdisciplinary volume explores the ways in which
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middle classness has been practiced in a wide range of contexts
throughout the 20th century and into the 21st. In addition to oﬀering
insights into how middle classness was and is constituted and negotiated,
this collection illuminates the cultural and social conditions of two
distinctive periods in Vietnamese history. Three historical chapters
consider how middle class status was experienced and displayed under
French colonialism and in 1960s republican. These chapters oﬀer
examinations of middle classness through recreation, consumption, and
associational life. Six contemporary studies examine the modes of
experimentation and practice within middle class urban Vietnam. Still a
sensitive topic politically, the contemporary middle class, nascent but
increasingly powerful, is exerting a strong impact on the shape of
contemporary society and culture, as well as on urban and rural
landscapes. This volume oﬀers a series of studies which critically
interrogate the practices of those who engage in or aspire to urban middleclass lifestyles in Vietnam both in the past and in the present. Cleavage,
Connection and Conﬂict in Rural, Urban and Contemporary Asia Springer
Science & Business Media Asia, the location of the world’s fastest-growing
economies, is also home to some of the fastest rates of urbanization
humanity has ever seen, a process whose speed renders long-term
outcomes highly unpredictable. This volume contrasts with much published
work on the rural/urban divide, which has tended to focus on single case
studies. It provides empirical perspectives from four Asian countries: India,
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand, and includes a wealth of insights that
both critique and expand popular notions of the rural-urban divide. The
volume is relevant not just to Asian contexts but to social scientiﬁc
research on population dynamics more generally. Rather than deploying a
single study to chart national trends, three chapters on each country make
possible much more complex perspectives. As a result, this volume does
more than extend our understanding of the interplay between cities and
hinterlands within Asia. It enhances our notions of rural/urban cleavages,
connections and conﬂicts more generally, with data and analysis ready for
application to other contexts. Of interest to diverse scholars across the
social sciences and Asian studies, this work includes accounts ranging from
rural youth real estate entrepreneurs in Hyderabad, India, to social
development in Aceh province in Indonesia, devastated by the 2004
tsunami, to the relationship between urban space and commonly held
notions of the supernatural in Thailand’s northern city of Chiang Mai. Land
John Wiley & Sons Land is one of the world's most emotionally resonant
resources, and control over it is fundamental to almost all human activity.
From the local level to the global, we are often in conﬂict over the ground
beneath our feet. But because human relationships to land are so complex,
it can be diﬃcult to think them through in a uniﬁed way. This pathbreaking book aims to change that by combining insights from multiple
disciplines to develop a framework for understanding the geopolitics of
land today. Struggles over land, argues Derek Hall, relate to three basic
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principles: its role as territory, its status as property, and the ways in
which its use is regulated. This timely introduction explores key
dimensions of these themes, including inter-state wars over territory, the
eﬀorts of non-governmental organizations to protect property rights and
environments in the global South, and the ‘land grabs’ attempted by
contemporary corporations and governments. Drawing on a wide range of
cases and examples - from the Afghanistan-Pakistan border to the
Canadian Arctic, China’s urban fringe to rural Honduras - the book provides
new ways of thinking about the political dynamics of land in the 21st
century. This richly detailed and authoritative guide will be of interest to
students across the social sciences, as well as anyone interested in current
aﬀairs and contemporary geopolitics. From the Ground Up Perspectives on
Post-Tsunami and Post-Conﬂict Aceh Institute of Southeast Asian Studies The
tsunami that struck a dozen countries around the Indian Ocean on 26
December 2004 evoked international sympathy on a scale beyond any
previous natural disaster. The international relief eﬀort broke all records
both in scale and diversity, with seven billion U.S. dollars donated from all
over the world through public and private agencies for Sumatra alone.
Simply as a reconstruction eﬀort, therefore, the disbursement of those
funds and the rebuilding of housing, infrastructure, and economy posed
major national and international challenges. However this was not simply a
reconstruction eﬀort. Aceh at that time was a war zone, with Indonesia's
military engaged in a major operation to crush a separatist rebellion that
had been simmering since 1976. Even though the funds had been donated
for tsunami relief, any real reconstruction of Aceh had to consider the
impact of the conﬂict on the well-being of the population, as well as
governance and administrative capacities. This volumes serves the
purpose not only of discussing some of the lessons of the Aceh
reconstruction and peace processes, but also of maintaining critical links
between Aceh and the international community after the initial tranches of
aid expire. Unasylva RCSD Report 2006-2009 Migration, Agrarian
Transition, and Rural Change in Southeast Asia Routledge Rural life in
Southeast Asia is being transformed by new and intensifying processes of
migration and mobility. Migration out of rural areas creates new forms of
class mobility, familial relations, production processes and income.
Migration into rural areas creates a new and sometimes marginalized
workforce, contestation over resource access, and the juxtaposition of
culturally diﬀerent groups. At the same time, everyday mobility stretches
the spatial boundaries of village and family life. The bounded space of the
village is no longer adequate to understand the dynamics that are driving
(and resulting from) rural social change. This collection of original studies
explores the cultural, economic and environmental dimensions of
intensifying migration and mobility in rural Southeast Asia at multiple
scales. Diverse processes are explored including rural-urban ﬂows, ruralrural movement, everyday mobilities, and international migrations into
regional and global labour markets. Drawing on ﬁeldwork in six countries
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across the region, these essays also explore what migration means for our
understanding of class, citizenship, gender and the state in a rapidly
changing part of the world. This book was based on two parts of a special
issue of Critical Asian Studies. A New History of Southeast Asia Bloomsbury
Publishing A new, comprehensive, one volume history of Southeast Asia that
spans prehistory to the present. Ricklefs brings together colleagues at the
National University of Singapore whose expertise covers the entire region,
encompassing political, social, economic, religious and cultural history.
Opening with an account of the ethnic groups and initial cultural and social
structures of Southeast Asia, the book moves through the early 'classical'
states, the arrival of new global religions and the impact of non-indigenous
actors. The history of early modern states and their colonial successors is
followed by analysis of World War II across the region, Oﬀering a deﬁnitive
account of decolonisation and early post-colonial nation-building, the text
then transports us to modern-day Southeast Asia, exploring its place in a
world recovering from the ﬁnancial crisis. The distinguished author team
provide an authoritative and accessible narrative, drawing upon the latest
research and oﬀering detailed guidance on further reading. A landmark
contribution to the ﬁeld, this is an essential text for scholars, students and
anyone interested in Southeast Asia. Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations
Dictionary Une seule terre à cultiver Les déﬁs agricoles et alimentaires
mondiaux PUQ Une revue exhaustive des 30 principaux déﬁs auxquels sont
confrontées l'agriculture et l'alimentation mondiales en 2009. Pour chacun,
une mise en situation accompagnée d'une brève étude de cas. S'ajoute à ce
constat, l'opinion de 23 experts, aux champs d'expertise variés et dont les
connaissances couvrent la quasi-totalité du globe, qui ne se contentent pas
de soulever des problèmes mais proposent aussi des solutions qui
permettraient de mieux nourrir l'humanité. Life, Fish and Mangroves
Resource Governance in Coastal Cambodia University of Ottawa Press In Life,
Fish and Mangroves, Melissa Marschke explores the potential of resource
governance, oﬀering a case study of resource-dependent village life.
Following six households and one village-based institution in coastal
Cambodia over a twelve-year period, Marschke reveals the opportunities
and constraints facing villagers and illustrates why local resource
management practices remain delicate, even with a sustained eﬀort. She
highlights how government and business interests in community-based
management and resource exploitation combine to produce a complex,
highly uncertain dynamic. With this instructive study, she demonstrates
that in spite of a signiﬁcant eﬀort, spanning many years and engaging
many players, resource governance remains fragile and coastal livelihoods
in Cambodia remain precarious. Community-investor Business Models
Lessons from the Oil Palm Sector in East Malaysia Global Political Ecology
Routledge The world is caught in the mesh of a series of environmental
crises. So far attempts at resolving the deep basis of these have been
superﬁcial and disorganized. Global Political Ecology links the political
economy of global capitalism with the political ecology of a series of
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environmental disasters and failed attempts at environmental policies. This
critical volume draws together contributions from twenty-ﬁve leading
intellectuals in the ﬁeld. It begins with an introductory chapter that
introduces the readers to political ecology and summarizes the books main
ﬁndings. The following seven sections cover topics on the political ecology
of war and the disaster state; fuelling capitalism: energy scarcity and
abundance; global governance of health, bodies, and genomics; the
contradictions of global food; capital’s marginal product: eﬄuents, waste,
and garbage; water as a commodity, a human right, and power; the
functions and dysfunctions of the global green economy; political ecology
of the global climate, and carbon emissions. This book contains accounts of
the main currents of thought in each area that bring the topics completely
up-to-date. The individual chapters contain a theoretical introduction
linking in with the main themes of political ecology, as well as empirical
information and case material. Global Political Ecology serves as a valuable
reference for students interested in political ecology, environmental
justice, and geography. Upland Transformations in Vietnam Singapore
University Press Upland Transformations in Vietnam considers the eﬀects of
economic development, authority formation and landscape change on the
country's "uplands". By positioning the uplands as an integral part of
political, economic and cultural processes at the national and international
levels, the book shatters stereotypes of the upland regions as a separate
ethnic and biophysical realm, and calls into question the assumptions that
have informed research on upland areas and post-socialist transitions, and
government policy for these regions. Movements from customary to state
authority or from a subsistence to a commoditized economy are neither
automatic nor uniform. The case studies in this book show that events in
Vietnam's uplands mirror the country's cultures, organization, landscapes
and larger political economy. Negotiations over authority and economy in
the uplands recursively contribute to larger processes constituting the
Vietnamese state and generating social inequalities. The Vietnamese
experience thus provides valuable lessons applicable to research on upland
regions and post-socialist transformations in other parts of the world. The
book features work by young Vietnamese and foreign scholars deeply
engaged with research on upland livelihoods and ecosystems in Vietnam.
These emerging experts present cutting-edge analyses of negotiations
over land, forest politics, trade relations, tourism, migration, social
diﬀerentiation and cultural imaginaries based on research conducted in all
major upland regions of Vietnam, including the Northern Mountains, the
Truong Son Mountains and the Central Highlands. Les cahiers d'outre-mer
Land Reform dan Gerakan Agraria Indonesia INSISTPress Buku ini merekam
lintasan perjalanan land reform semenjak Proklamasi Kemerdekaan
Indonesia pada 1945. Land reform, salah satu amanat Undang-Undang
Nomor 5 Tahun 1960 tentang Peraturan Dasar Pokok-Pokok Agraria
(UUPA), dibekukan selama Orde Baru. Di masa akhir rezim otoriter
Soeharto itu, disusul pula pada rezim-rezim sesudahnya, mandat tersebut
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dihidupkan kembali oleh kekuatan gerakan-gerakan agraria, para
intelektual publik, dan para pejabat yang peduli pada nasib rakyat miskin
perdesaan. Buku ini menunjukkan secara etnograﬁs bagaimana cara-cara
mereka berupaya membangkitan land reform menjadi suatu program
nasional untuk mewujudkan cita-cita keadilan sosial. The Journey of "A
Good Type" From Artistry to Ethnography in Early Japanese Photographs
Harvard University Press When Japan opened its doors to the West in the
1860s, delicately hand-tinted photographic prints of Japanese people and
landscapes were among its earliest and most popular exports. David Odo
studies the collection of Japanese photographs at Harvard’s Peabody
Museum and the ways they were produced, acquired, and circulated in the
nineteenth century. Niên giám thông tin khoa học xã hội Journal on social
science in Vietnam. Land’s End Capitalist Relations on an Indigenous
Frontier Duke University Press Books Drawing on two decades of ethnographic
research in Sulawesi, Indonesia, Tania Murray Li oﬀers an intimate account
of the emergence of capitalist relations among indigenous highlanders who
privatized their common land to plant a boom crop, cacao. Spurred by the
hope of ending their poverty and isolation, some prospered, while others
lost their land and struggled to sustain their families. Yet the winners and
losers in this transition were not strangers—they were kin and neighbors.
Li's richly peopled account takes the reader into the highlanders' world,
exploring the dilemmas they faced as sharp inequalities emerged among
them. The book challenges complacent, modernization narratives promoted
by development agencies that assume ineﬃcient farmers who lose out in
the shift to high-value export crops can ﬁnd jobs elsewhere. Decades of
uneven and often jobless growth in Indonesia meant that for newly
landless highlanders, land's end was a dead end. The book also has
implications for social movement activists, who seldom attend to instances
where enclosure is initiated by farmers rather than coerced by the state or
agribusiness corporations. Li's attention to the historical, cultural, and
ecological dimensions of this conjuncture demonstrates the power of the
ethnographic method and its relevance to theory and practice today.
Conservation for a New Era IUCN Conservation for a New Era outlines the
critical issues facing us in the 21st century, developed from the results of
the World Conservation Congress in Barcelona in October 2008. The
landmark publication takes on the pressing issues of today and highlights
the solutions to be found through investing in nature. The book is essential
reading for governments, businesses and decision makers. It provides a
snapshot of the current situation, split into 21 easy-to-read sections, as
well as a roadmap for the future. After the Logging Ban Politics of Forest
Management in Thailand State of the Basin Report Domesticating Symbols
Metalithikum II Birkhäuser domesticating symbols looks at the entropic
dissolution of symbolic structures we are experiencing today and explores
various approaches towards learning to create code. Photovoltaics and its
capacity to capture energy by coding instead of exploitation of resources,
and of integrating in additional or surplus quantities of energy into the
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ecosphere of the planet‘s natural balance is the central focus of this
publication. Energythereby also encompasses the genuinely abstract
format of electricity, which makes it possible to convert any form of energy
into any other form. This is the second volume of the Applied Virtuality
book series based on the Metalithicum Conferences by the Laboratory of
Applied Virtuality at the Chair for Computer Aided Architectural Design,
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich. Southeast Asia The
Human Landscape of Modernization and Development Routledge The growth
economies of Southeast Asia are presented by the World Bank and others
as exemplars of development - 'miracle' economies to be emulated. How
did the region attain such status? Are the 'other' countries of Southeast
Asia able to achieve such a rapid growth? This book charts the
development of Southeast Asia, examining the economies of Vietnam,
Laos, Cambodia and Burma alongside the established Asian market
economies. Drawing on case studies from across the region, the author
assesses poverty and ways in which the poor are identiﬁed and viewed.
Process and change in the rural and urban 'worlds' are examined in detail,
focusing on the strengthening rural-urban interaction as 'farmers' make a
living in the urban-industrial sector and factories relocate into agricultural
areas. Giving prominence to indigenous notions of development, based on
Buddhism, Islam and the so-called 'Asian Way', the author critically
assesses the conceptual foundations of development, ideas of postdevelopmentalism, and the 'miracle' thesis. In the light of the experience
of one of the most vibrant regions in the world, the book places emphasis
on the process of modernization within wider debates of development and
challenges the notion that development has been a mirage for many and a
tragedy for some. Thông tin khoa học xã hội The Will to Improve
Governmentality, Development, and the Practice of Politics Duke University
Press The Will to Improve is a remarkable account of development in action.
Focusing on attempts to improve landscapes and livelihoods in Indonesia,
Tania Murray Li carefully exposes the practices that enable experts to
diagnose problems and devise interventions, and the agency of people
whose conduct is targeted for reform. Deftly integrating theory,
ethnography, and history, she illuminates the work of colonial oﬃcials and
missionaries; specialists in agriculture, hygiene, and credit; and political
activists with their own schemes for guiding villagers toward better ways
of life. She examines donor-funded initiatives that seek to integrate
conservation with development through the participation of communities,
and a one-billion-dollar program designed by the World Bank to optimize
the social capital of villagers, inculcate new habits of competition and
choice, and remake society from the bottom up. Demonstrating that the
“will to improve” has a long and troubled history, Li identiﬁes enduring
continuities from the colonial period to the present. She explores the tools
experts have used to set the conditions for reform—tools that combine the
reshaping of desires with applications of force. Attending in detail to the
highlands of Sulawesi, she shows how a series of interventions entangled
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with one another and tracks their results, ranging from wealth to famine,
from compliance to political mobilization, and from new solidarities to
oppositional identities and violent attack. The Will to Improve is an
engaging read—conceptually innovative, empirically rich, and alive with the
actions and reﬂections of the targets of improvement, people with their
own critical analyses of the problems that beset them. Constructing Private
Governance The Rise and Evolution of Forest, Coﬀee, and Fisheries
Certiﬁcation Yale University Press Recent decades have witnessed the rise of
social and environmental certiﬁcation programs that are intended to
promote responsible business practices. Consumers now encounter organic
or fair-trade labels on a variety of products, implying such desirable
beneﬁts as improved environmental conditions or more equitable market
transactions. But what do we know about the origins and development of
the organizations behind these labels? This book examines forest, coﬀee,
and ﬁshery certiﬁcation programs to reveal how the early decisions of
programs on governance and standards aﬀect the path along which
individual programs evolve and the variety and number of programs across
sectors. New Frontiers of Land Control Routledge Questions about land
control have invigorated thinkers in agrarian studies and economic history
since the nineteenth century. ‘Exclusion’, ‘alienation’, ‘expropriation’,
‘dispossession’, and ‘violence’ animate histories of land use, property
rights, and territories. More recently, agrarian environments have been
transformed by processes of de-agrarianization, urbanization, migration,
and new forms of primitive accumulation. Even the classic agrarian
question of how the social relations of agriculture will be inﬂuenced by
capitalism has been reformulated at critical historical moments, reviving or
producing new debates around the importance of land control. The authors
in this volume focus on new frontiers of land control and their active
creation. These frontiers are sites where established power relationships
are challenged by new enclosures and property regimes, producing new
social and environmental dynamics in their stead. Contributors examine
labor and production processes engaged by new conﬁgurations of actors,
new agrarian and environmental subjects and the networks connecting
them, and new legal and violent means of challenging established or
imminent land controls. Overall we ﬁnd that land control still matters,
though in changed degrees and manners. Land control will continue to
inspire struggles for a long time. This book was originally published as a
special issue of the Journal of Peasant Studies. The Conditions of
Agricultural Growth The Economics of Agrarian Change Under Population
Pressure Routledge This book sets out to investigate the process of agrarian
change from new angles and with new results. It starts on ﬁrm ground
rather than from abstract economic theory. Upon its initial appearance, it
was heralded as "a small masterpiece, which economic historians should
read--and not simply quote"--Giovanni Frederico, Economic History
Services. The Conditions of Agricultural Growth remains a breakthrough in
the theory of agricultural development. In linking ethnography with
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economy, developmental studies reached new heights. Whereas
"development" had been seen previously as the transformation of
traditional communities by the introduction (or imposition) of new
technologies, Ester Boserup argues that changes and improvements occur
from within agricultural communities, and that improvements are governed
not simply by external interference, but by those communities themselves
Using extensive analyses of the costs and productivity of the main systems
of traditional agriculture, Ester Boserup concludes that technical,
economic, and social changes are unlikely to take place unless the
community concerned is exposed to the pressure of population growth.
Malays in Singapore Culture, Economy, and Ideology Oxford University Press,
USA Examining the pattern of relationships within the Malay household,
and the creative ways in which cultural ideas are adapted to meet new
conditions, this study analyzes the ways in which the Malay cultural
heritage and economic conditions in contemporary Singapore shape the
form of Malay household and community life. Agrarian Transformations
Local Processes and the State in Southeast Asia This collection of fourteen
essays presents a unique comparative analysis of agrarian change in the
main rice-growing regions of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Thailand. Its central theme is the interplay between agrarian relations and
wider political-economic systems. By drawing on historical materials as
well as intensive ﬁeld research, the contributors show how local-level
mechanisms of labor control and accumulation both reﬂect and alter larger
political and economic forces. The key to understanding these connections
lies in the structure and exercise of power at diﬀerent levels of society.
The approach developed in this volume grows out of a set of detailed locallevel studies in regions that have experienced rapid technological change
and commercialization. This comparative focus calls into question widely
held views of technology and the growth of markets as the chief sources of
agrarian change. By relating local-level processes to variations in the
structure of state power, the history of agrarian resistance, and the
particular forms of capitalist development, the authors suggest an
alternative approach to the analysis of agrarian change. This collection of
fourteen essays presents a unique comparative analysis of agrarian change
in the main rice-growing regions of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
and Thailand. Its central theme is the interplay between agrarian relations
and wider political-economic systems. By drawing on historical materials as
well as intensive ﬁeld research, the contributors show how local-level
mechanisms of labor control and accumulation both reﬂect and alter larger
political and economic forces. The key to understanding these connections
lies in the structure and exercise of power at diﬀerent levels of society.
The approach developed in this volume grows out of a set of detailed locallevel studies in regions that have experienced rapid technological change
and commercialization. This comparative focus calls into question widely
held views of technology and the growth of markets as the chief sources of
agrarian change. By relating local-level processes to variations in the
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structure of state power, the history of agrarian resistance, and the
particular forms of capitalist development, the authors suggest an
alternative approach to the analysis of agrarian change.
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