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GROTESQUE

Vintage In the wake of the murders of two Tokyo prostitutes, Yuriko and Kazue, Yuriko's sister describes the three
women's education at a prestigious girls' school, where strict societal conventions determine the courses of their lives.

BROADCAST 4 MURDER

Kensington Cozies All of Arizona’s Sun City West heard Sophie “Phee” Kimball’s mom scream bloody murder, but it’s up
to the reluctant sleuth to find the killer . . . Phee’s mother Harriet is going to be a star! At least, that’s how the Sun
City West retiree describes her chance to host a live radio program of her book club’s Booked 4 Murder Mystery Hour
on Arizona’s KSCW. But instead of chatting about charming cozies, Harriet ends up screaming bloody murder over the
airwaves after discovering the body of Howard Buell, the station’s programming director, in a closet—with a pair of
sewing shears shoved into his chest. The number one suspect is Howard’s ex-girlfriend Sylvia Strattlemeyer who
believed she was going to host a sewing talk show before Harriet was offered the spot. But not only do the fingerprints
found on the scissors not match Sylvia’s, they belong to a woman who passed away twenty years ago at the age of
ninety-seven. Now, with the whole town on pins and needles, it’s up to Phee to stitch together enough clues from the
past to uncover the identity of a killer in the present . . . Praise for the Sophie Kimball Mysteries “Fun characters, a
touch of humor, and a great mystery, the perfect combination for a cozy.” —Lena Gregory, author of the Bay Island
Psychic Mysteries on Ditched 4 Murder “So cleverly written, you won’t guess the perpetrators until the very end.”
—Mary Marks, award-winning author of the Quilting Mystery Series on Booked 4 Murder

REAL WORLD

Random House In a suburb on the outskirts of Tokyo, four teenage girls drift through a hot smoggy August and tedious
summer school classes. There's dependable Toshi; brainy Terauchi; Yuzan, grief-stricken and confused; and Kirarin,
whose late nights and reckless behaviour remain a secret from those around her. Then Toshi's next-door neighbour is
found brutally murdered and the girls suspect Worm, the neighbour's son and a high school misfit. But when he
disappears (taking Toshi's bike and cell phone with him) the four girls become irresistibly drawn into a treacherous
vortex of brutality and seduction which rises from within themselves as well as the world around them.

REAL WORLD

Random House In a crowded Tokyo suburb, four teenaged girls discover that a neighbor has been murdered. The girls
get caught up in a tempest of dangers that rise from within as well as from the world around them, in this
psychologically intricate thriller.

RETHINKING JAPANESE FEMINISMS

University of Hawaii Press Rethinking Japanese Feminisms offers a broad overview of the great diversity of feminist
thought and practice in Japan from the early twentieth century to the present. Drawing on methodologies and
approaches from anthropology, cultural studies, gender and sexuality studies, history, literature, media studies, and
sociology, each chapter presents the results of research based on some combination of original archival research,
careful textual analysis, ethnographic interviews, and participant observation. The volume is organized into sections
focused on activism and activists, employment and education, literature and the arts, and boundary crossing. Some
chapters shed light on ideas and practices that resonate with feminist thought but find expression through the work of
writers, artists, activists, and laborers who have not typically been considered feminist; others revisit specific
moments in the history of Japanese feminisms in order to complicate or challenge the dominant scholarly and popular
understandings of specific activists, practices, and beliefs. The chapters are contextualized by an introduction that
offers historical background on feminisms in Japan, and a forward-looking conclusion that considers what it means to
rethink Japanese feminism at this historical juncture. Building on more than four decades of scholarship on feminisms
in Japanese and English, as well as decades more on women’s history, Rethinking Japanese Feminisms offers a diverse
and multivocal approach to scholarship on Japanese feminisms unmatched by existing publications. Written in
language accessible to students and non-experts, it will be at home in the hands of students and scholars, as well as
activists and others interested in gender, sexuality, and feminist theory and activism in Japan and in Asia more
broadly.

THE GODDESS CHRONICLE
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OUT

Random House In the Tokyo suburbs four women work the draining graveyard shift at a boxed-lunch factory. Burdened
with chores and heavy debts and isolated from husbands and children, they all secretly dream of a way out of their
dead-end lives. A young mother among them finally cracks and strangles her philandering, gambling husband then
confesses her crime to Masako, the closest of her colleagues. For reasons of her own, Masako agrees to assist her
friend and seeks the help of the other co-workers to dismember and dispose of the body. The body parts are
discovered, the police start asking questions, but the women have far more dangerous enemies -a yakuza connected
loan shark who discovers their secret and has a business proposition, and a ruthless nightclub owner the police are
convinced is guilty of the murder. He has lost everything as a result of their crime and he is out for revenge. OUT is a
psychologically taut and unflinching foray into the darkest recesses of the human soul, an unsettling reminder that the
desperate desire for freedom can make the most ordinary person do the unimaginable.

THE GROTESQUE

Vintage This exuberantly spooky novel, in which horror, repressed eroticism, and sulfurous social comedy intertwine
like the vines in an overgrown English garden, is now a major motion picture, starring Alan Bates, Sting, and Theresa
Russell.

PENANCE

Hachette UK 'Kanae Minato is a brilliant storyteller' Emily St John Mandel, author of Station Eleven When a group of
young girls are approached by a stranger, they cannot know that the encounter will haunt them for the rest of their
lives. Hours later, Emily is dead. The surviving girls alone can identify the killer. But not one of them remembers his
face... Driven mad by grief, the victim's mother demands the girls find the murderer or else atone for their crimes. If
they do neither, she will have her revenge. She will make them pay... From the critically acclaimed author of
Confessions, Penance is a dark and disturbing tale of revenge that will leave you reeling.

NOVEL WRITING: IMAGINATION ON THE PAGE

Lulu.com

PIERCING

A&C Black Every night, Kawashima Masayuki creeps from his bed and watches over his baby girl's crib while his wife
sleeps. But this is no ordinary domestic scene. He has an ice pick in his hand, and a barely controllable desire to use it.
Deciding to confront his demons, Kawashima sets into motion a chain of events seeming to lead inexorably to
murder...

STRANGE TALE OF PANORAMA ISLAND

University of Hawaii Press Edogawa Ranpo (1894-1965) was a great admirer of Edgar Allan Poe and like Poe drew on his
penchant for the grotesque and the bizarre to explore the boundaries of conventional thought. Best known as the
founder of the modern Japanese detective novel, Ranpo wrote for a youthful audience, and a taste for playacting and
theatre animates his stories. His writing is often associated with the era of ero guro nansense (erotic grotesque
nonsense), which accompanied the rise of mass culture and mass media in urban Japan in the 1920s. Characterized by
an almost lurid fascination with simulacra and illusion, the era’s sensibility permeates Ranpo's first major work and
one of his finest achievements, Strange Tale of Panorama Island (Panoramato kidan), published in 1926. Ranpo’s
panorama island is filled with cleverly designed optical illusions: a staircase rises into the sky; white feathered “birds”
speak in women’s voices and offer to serve as vehicles; clusters of naked men and women romp on slopes carpeted
with rainbow-colored flowers. His fantastical utopia is filled with entrancing music and strange sweet odors, and
nothing is ordinary, predictable, or boring. The novella reflected the new culture of mechanically produced simulated
realities (movies, photographs, advertisements, stereoscopic and panoramic images) and focused on themes of the
doppelganger and appropriated identities: its main character steals the identity of an acquaintance. The novella’s
utopian vision, argues translator Elaine Gerbert, mirrors the expansionist dreams that fed Japan's colonization of the
Asian continent, its ending an eerie harbinger of the collapse of those dreams. Today just as a new generation of
technologies is transforming the way we think—and becoming ever more invasive and pervasive—Ranpo's work is
attracting a new generation of readers. In the past few decades his writing has inspired films, anime, plays, and
manga, and many translations of his stories, essays, and novels have appeared, but to date no English-language
translation of Panoramato kidan has been available. This volume, which includes a critical introduction and notes, fills
that gap and uncovers for English-language readers an important new dimension of an ever stimulating, provocative
talent.

VILLAIN

Random House A young woman is brutally murdered on a remote mountain road. A young construction worker, Yuichi, is
on the run - but is he guilty? This is the dark heart of Japan; a world of seedy sex hotels and decaying seaside towns; a
world of loneliness, violence and desperation. As the police close in on Yuichi and his new lover, the stories of the
victim, the murderer and their families are uncovered. But these men and women are never what they appear to be...
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COIN LOCKER BABIES

Pushkin Press Two babies are left in a Tokyo station coin locker and survive against the odds, but their lives are forever
tainted by this inauspicious start. As they grow up, they join the ranks of Toxitown: a district of addicts, freaks and
prostitutes. One becomes a bisexual rock star and looks for his mother, while the other one, an athlete, seeks revenge.
This savage and stunning story unfolds in a surrealistic whirl of violence.

IN THE MISO SOUP

A&C Black It's just before New Year, and Frank, an overweight American tourist, has hired Kenji to take him on a guided
tour of Tokyo's nightlife. But Frank's behaviour is so odd that Kenji begins to entertain a horrible suspicion: his client
may in fact have murderous desires. Although Kenji is far from innocent himself, he unwillingly descends with Frank
into an inferno of evil, from which only his sixteen-year-old girlfriend, Jun, can possibly save him.

IN

Harvill Secker R is the other woman. Labelled simply with one initial, her identity in the famous 1940s novel that
recounts the damage she did to her lover's family remains shrouded in mystery. The novelist who carried out an illicit
relationship with her, and then used her as material for his work, became a celebrated writer. But R never had the
chance to put her side of the story. Tamaki is determined to find out who R really was. A writer herself, she is working
on a book about R and begins to uncover clues about the real story behind the novel, and the great tragedy of the
novelist's life. While she throws herself into her research she's aware that her own imperfect relationships are also up
for scrutiny.Her ex-lover, Seiji, is gravely ill in hospital and her reminiscences about their long affair strike echoes with
the subject of her work. In this compelling and moving novel, prize-winning author, Natuso Kirino explores the themes
of love and death, and the significance of fiction.

REVENGE

Random House FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE MEMORY POLICE 'A conspicuously gifted writer...To read Ogawa is to enter a
dreamlike state tinged with a nightmare, and her stories continue to haunt. She possesses an effortless, glassy, eerie
brilliance' Guardian Murderers and mourners, mothers and children, lovers and innocent bystanders – locked in the
embrace of an ominous and darkly beautiful web, their fates all converge through the eleven stories here in Yoko
Ogawa’s Revenge. As tales of the macabre pass from character to character – an aspiring writer, a successful surgeon,
a cabaret singer, a lonely craftsman – Ogawa provides us with a slice of life that is resplendent in its chaos, enthralling
in its passion and chilling in its cruelty. Translated by Stephen Snyder Elegant, pocket-sized paperbacks, VINTAGE
Editions celebrate the audacity and ambition of the written word, transporting readers to wherever in the world
literary innovation may be found.

THE LAST SAMURAI

THE LIFE AND BATTLES OF SAIGO TAKAMORI

John Wiley & Sons The dramatic arc of Saigo Takamori's life, from his humble origins as a lowly samurai, to national
leadership, to his death as a rebel leader, has captivated generations of Japanese readers and now Americans as well -
his life is the inspiration for a major Hollywood film, The Last Samurai, starring Tom Cruise and Ken Watanabe. In this
vibrant new biography, Mark Ravina, professor of history and Director of East Asian Studies at Emory University,
explores the facts behind Hollywood storytelling and Japanese legends, and explains the passion and poignancy of
Saigo's life. Known both for his scholarly research and his appearances on The History Channel, Ravina recreates the
world in which Saigo lived and died, the last days of the samurai. The Last Samurai traces Saigo's life from his early
days as a tax clerk in far southwestern Japan, through his rise to national prominence as a fierce imperial loyalist.
Saigo was twice exiled for his political activities -- sent to Japan's remote southwestern islands where he fully expected
to die. But exile only increased his reputation for loyalty, and in 1864 he was brought back to the capital to help his
lord fight for the restoration of the emperor. In 1868, Saigo commanded his lord's forces in the battles which toppled
the shogunate and he became and leader in the emperor Meiji's new government. But Saigo found only anguish in
national leadership. He understood the need for a modern conscript army but longed for the days of the traditional
warrior. Saigo hoped to die in service to the emperor. In 1873, he sought appointment as envoy to Korea, where he
planned to demand that the Korean king show deference to the Japanese emperor, drawing his sword, if necessary, top
defend imperial honor. Denied this chance to show his courage and loyalty, he retreated to his homeland and spent his
last years as a schoolteacher, training samurai boys in frugality, honesty, and courage. In 1876, when the government
stripped samurai of their swords, Saigo's followers rose in rebellion and Saigo became their reluctant leader. His
insurrection became the bloodiest war Japan had seen in centuries, killing over 12,000 men on both sides and nearly
bankrupting the new imperial government. The imperial government denounced Saigo as a rebel and a traitor, but
their propaganda could not overcome his fame and in 1889, twelve years after his death, the government relented,
pardoned Saigo of all crimes, and posthumously restored him to imperial court rank. In THE LAST SAMURAI, Saigo is as
compelling a character as Robert E. Lee was to Americans-a great and noble warrior who followed the dictates of honor
and loyalty, even though it meant civil war in a country to which he'd devoted his life. Saigo's life is a fascinating look
into Japanese feudal society and a history of a country as it struggled between its long traditions and the dictates of a
modern future.
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WHAT REMAINS

Vintage

PARADE

Random House Four twenty-somethings share an apartment in Tokyo. In Parade each tells their story: their lives, their
hopes and fears, their loves, their secrets. Kotomi waits by the phone for a boyfriend who never calls. Ryosuke wants
someone that he can't have. Mirai spends her days drawing and her nights hanging out in gay bars. Naoki works for a
film company, and everyone treats him like an elder brother. Then Satoru turns up. He's eighteen, homeless, and does
night work of a very particular type. In the next-door apartment something disturbing is going on. And outside, in the
streets around their apartment block, there is violence in the air. From the writer of the cult classic Villain, Parade is a
tense, disturbing, thrilling tale of life in the city.

AUDITION

A&C Black Since the death of his wife seven years ago, documentary maker Aoyama has not dated anyone else. Now
even his teenage son, Shige, thinks that he should remarry and his best friend Yoshikawa comes up with a plan: to
hold fake film auditions from which, he can choose a new bride. Of the thousands who apply, it is a beautiful ballerina,
Yamasaki Asami, who captivates Aoyama. Infatuated by her fragile nature and nervous smile, he ignores his increasing
sense of unease, putting aside his doubts about his new love, until it may be too late... In Audition, Ryu Murakami
delivers his most subtly disturbing novel yet, confirming him as Japan's master of the psycho-thriller.

GENDER AND SEXUALITY IN MODERN JAPAN

Cambridge University Press Gender and Sexuality in Modern Japan describes the ever-changing manifestations of sexes,
genders, and sexualities in Japanese society from the 1860s to the present day. Analysing a wide range of texts,
images and data, Sabine Frühstück considers the experiences of females, males and the evolving spectrum of
boundary-crossing individuals and identities in Japan. These include the intersexed conscript in the 1880s, the first
'out' lesbian war reporter in the 1930s, and pregnancy-vest-wearing male governors in the present day. She
interweaves macro views of history with stories about individual actors, highlighting how sexual and gender
expression has been negotiated in both the private and the public spheres and continues to wield the power to critique
and change society. This lively and accessible survey introduces Japanese ideas about modern manhood, modern
womenhood, reproduction, violence and sex during war, the sex trade, LGBTQ identities and activism, women's
liberation, feminisms and visual culture.

A SMALL CHARRED FACE

VIZ Media LLC What are the Bamboo? They are from China. They look just like us. They live by night. They drink human
lifeblood but otherwise keep their distance. And every century, they grow white blooming flowers. A boy named Kyo is
saved from the precipice of death by a Bamboo, a vampire born of the tall grasses. They start an enjoyable yet strange
shared life together, Kyo and the gentle Bamboo. But for Bamboo, communication with human beings is the greatest
sin. -- VIZ Media

WOMEN IN THE LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY OF JAPAN

THE LINGUISTIC ROOTS OF BIAS

McFarland Feminist critics have long considered language a primary vehicle for the transmission of sexist values in a
society. This much-needed sociolinguistic critique examines the representation of women in traditional Japanese
language and society. Derogatory and highly-sexualized terms are placed in historical context, and the progress of
nonsexist language reform is reviewed. Central to this work are the individual voices of Japanese women who took part
in a survey, expressing their candid thoughts and concerns regarding biased gender representations. In their own
words, they give voice to the reality of being female within the constraints of a traditional—and sometimes
misogynistic—language.

ANOTHER EPISODE S / 0 (LIGHT NOVEL)

Yen Press LLC Summer, 1998. Mei Misaki, age fifteen, has gone with her family to their seaside vacation home. There
she meets the ghost of Teruya Sakaki, her classmate from Yomiyama North Middle School Class 3-3 who, like Mei,
witnessed the mysterious events that had transpired at the school. There begins an adventure of memory and mystery
as they search for the ghost's body and his memories alike.

THE MONSTROUS-FEMININE IN CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE POPULAR CULTURE

Springer This book explores the monstrous-feminine in Japanese popular culture, produced from the late years of the
1980s through to the new millennium. Raechel Dumas examines the role of female monsters in selected works of
fiction, manga, film, and video games, offering a trans-genre, trans-media analysis of this enduring trope. The book
focuses on several iterations of the monstrous-feminine in contemporary Japan: the self-replicating shōjo in horror,
monstrous mothers in science fiction, female ghosts and suburban hauntings in cinema, female monsters and public
violence in survival horror games, and the rebellious female body in mytho-fiction. Situating the titles examined here
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amid discourses of crisis that have materialized in contemporary Japan, Dumas illuminates the ambivalent pleasure of
the monstrous-feminine as a trope that both articulates anxieties centered on shifting configurations of subjectivity
and nationhood, and elaborates novel possibilities for identity negotiation and social formation in a period marked by
dramatic change.

THE END OF MR Y

Canongate Books 'Ingenious and original' Philip Pullman If you knew a book was cursed, would you still read it? When
Ariel Manto uncovers a copy of The End of Mr. Y in a second-hand bookshop, she can't believe her eyes. She knows
enough about its author, the outlandish Victorian scientist Thomas Lumas, to know that copies are exceedingly rare.
And, some say, cursed. With Mr. Y under her arm, Ariel finds herself thrust into a thrilling adventure of love, sex, death
and time-travel.

LAST STOP TOKYO

Random House ‘A fine debut – fast-paced and bleak, with a vivid setting and gut-wrenching twists.’ MICK HERRON ‘[An]
impressive first thriller . . . the action is fast, copious and often unexpected.’ The Times ‘The vivid setting and skilfully
plotted story is compelling and hard to put down.’ Daily Express ‘One of the most impressive debut crime novels of the
year.’ Shots Mag ‘A vivid and noirish tale of an Englishman abroad discovering that you can run from everything but
yourself. James Buckler is one to watch.’ SIMON BECKETT, bestselling author of The Chemistry of Death ******** The
funny thing with suffering is just when you think you’ve suffered enough, you realize it’s only the beginning. Alex
thought running away would make everything better. Six thousand miles from the mistakes he’s made and the people
he’s hurt, Tokyo seems like the perfect escape. A new life, a new Alex. The bright lights and dark corners of this alien
and fascinating city intoxicate him, and he finds himself transfixed by this country, which feels like a puzzle that no
one can quite explain. And when Alex meets the enigmatic and alluring Naoko, the peace he sought slips ever further
from his grasp. After all, trust is just betrayal waiting to happen and Alex is about to find out that there’s no such thing
as rock bottom. There’s always the chance it’ll get worse . . . ******** ‘This is character-driven fare, but with a vivid
sense of place that positively leaps off the page.’ Crimetime, Barry Forshaw ‘Intriguing and highly compelling . . . Most
definitely one of the most original and satisfying novels I have read this year.’ reflectionsofareader.blogspot ‘Wow! Are
you sure this is really a debut novel? . . . absolutely fantastic and had me totally hooked.’ aloverofbooks.wordpress
‘Last Stop Tokyo is a fast-paced yet easy read which I read in one sitting. Addictive. Magnetic. Glue. Call it what you
like. I bloody loved it! What a debut.’ pageturnersnook.wordpress ‘Continuous undercurrent of tensions that runs
throughout the whole book . . . Last Stop Tokyo is tense, engaging and insightful.’ earlgreyandcupcakes.wordpress
‘The story progresses to a thrilling and unexpected finale . . . a gripping and insightful read.’ tripfiction.com ‘A riveting
thriller and one I’ll be recommending to anybody who likes their books to feature the darker, seedier side of life . . . I
found myself racing through the pages.’ hairpastafreckle72.blogspot ‘What a web James Buckler has spun in this
intoxicating debut novel. Full of descriptive, fast-paced scenes and an interesting take on life in Japan made this such
an entertaining read for me . . . had me reading at a rate of knots.’ cescalizziereads.com ‘I was well and truly hooked
from the start . . . a story full of dark, seedy characters and exposes the darkest underbelly of Tokyo. I enjoyed every
page and highly recommend it.’ randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot

THE CULTURE OF JAPANESE FASCISM

Duke University Press This bold collection of essays demonstrates the necessity of understanding fascism in cultural
terms rather than only or even primarily in terms of political structures and events. Contributors from history,
literature, film, art history, and anthropology describe a culture of fascism in Japan in the decades preceding the end
of the Asia-Pacific War. In so doing, they challenge past scholarship, which has generally rejected descriptions of
pre-1945 Japan as fascist. The contributors explain how a fascist ideology was diffused throughout Japanese culture via
literature, popular culture, film, design, and everyday discourse. Alan Tansman’s introduction places the essays in
historical context and situates them in relation to previous scholarly inquiries into the existence of fascism in Japan.
Several contributors examine how fascism was understood in the 1930s by, for example, influential theorists, an
antifascist literary group, and leading intellectuals responding to capitalist modernization. Others explore the idea that
fascism’s solution to alienation and exploitation lay in efforts to beautify work, the workplace, and everyday life. Still
others analyze the realization of and limits to fascist aesthetics in film, memorial design, architecture, animal imagery,
a military museum, and a national exposition. Contributors also assess both manifestations of and resistance to fascist
ideology in the work of renowned authors including the Nobel-prize-winning novelist and short-story writer Kawabata
Yasunari and the mystery writers Edogawa Ranpo and Hamao Shirō. In the work of these final two, the tropes of sexual
perversity and paranoia open a new perspective on fascist culture. This volume makes Japanese fascism available as a
critical point of comparison for scholars of fascism worldwide. The concluding essay models such work by comparing
Spanish and Japanese fascisms. Contributors. Noriko Aso, Michael Baskett, Kim Brandt, Nina Cornyetz, Kevin M. Doak,
James Dorsey, Aaron Gerow, Harry Harootunian, Marilyn Ivy, Angus Lockyer, Jim Reichert, Jonathan Reynolds, Ellen
Schattschneider, Aaron Skabelund, Akiko Takenaka, Alan Tansman, Richard Torrance, Keith Vincent, Alejandro Yarza

INSIGHT GUIDES CITY GUIDE TOKYO (TRAVEL GUIDE EBOOK)

Apa Publications (UK) Limited Tokyo is one of the most fast-paced cities in Asia. Keep up to speed with City Guide Tokyo -
a comprehensive guide to getting the most out of this extraordinary city. Experience the mega-wattage of neon lights
in Shibuya, take a soothing dip at Odaiba's Oedo Onsen and marvel at the resplendent Senso-ji Temple with a guide
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that explores all these sights and more using detailed, narrative text, easy-to-use maps and stunning full-colour
photography. City Guide Tokyo fully explores the history, people and culture of the city, so you can discover everything
you need to know to appreciate kabuki theatre, learn the difference between sushi and sashimi and delve into the
world of manga and anime. In-depth chapters cover all of Tokyo's wards and suggest excursions to surrounding
regions; fashionistas should head for stylish Harajuku, night owls can make a beeline for bustling Roppongi, history
and architecture buffs will adore the Old Tokyo of Asakusa, whilst those seeking fresh air and gorgeous scenery will
want to explore Mount Fuji. The Best Of section helps you to prioritise what to see and the Travel Tips offer essential
advice on what you need to know before you go and how to get around the city once you are there. Insight Guides has
over 40 years' experience of publishing high-quality, visual travel guides. We produce around 400 full-colour print
guide books and maps as well as picture-packed eBooks to meet different travellers' needs. Insight Guides' unique
combination of beautiful travel photography and focus on history and culture together create a unique visual reference
and planning tool to inspire your next adventure.

THE GUN

Soho Press A Tokyo college student’s discovery and eventual obsession with a stolen handgun awakens something dark
inside him. On a nighttime walk along a Tokyo riverbank, a young man named Nishikawa stumbles on a dead body,
beside which lies a gun. From the moment Nishikawa decides to take the gun, the world around him blurs. Knowing he
possesses the weapon brings an intoxicating sense of purpose to his dull university life. But soon Nishikawa’s personal
entanglements become unexpectedly complicated: he finds himself romantically involved with two women while his
biological father, whom he’s never met, lies dying in a hospital. Through it all, he can’t stop thinking about the
gun—and the four bullets loaded in its chamber. As he spirals into obsession, his focus is consumed by one idea: that
possessing the gun is no longer enough—he must fire it.

PARASITE EVE

Kodansha USA When Dr. Nagashima loses his wife in a mysterious car crash, he is overwhelmed with grief but also an
eerie sense of purpose; he becomes obsessed wiht reincarnating his dead wife. Her donated kidney is transplanted
into a young girl wiht a debilitating disorder, bu the doctor also feels compelled to keep a small sample of her liver in
his laboratory. When these cells start mutating rapidly, a consciousness bent on determining its own fate awakens,
bent on becoming the new dominant species on earth. Parasite Eve was the basis of the hugely popular videogame of
the same name in the U.S. and has been cinematized in Japan.

EVIL AND THE MASK

Soho Press The second book by prize-winning Japanese novelist Fuminori Nakamura to be available in English
translation, a follow-up to 2012's critically acclaimed The Thief─another fantastically creepy, electric literary thriller
that explores the limits of human depravity─and the powerful human instinct to resist evil. When Fumihiro Kuki is
eleven years old, his elderly, enigmatic father calls him into his study for a meeting. "I created you to be a cancer on
the world," his father tells him. It is a tradition in their wealthy family: a patriarch, when reaching the end of his life,
will beget one last child to cause misery in a world that cannot be controlled or saved. From this point on, Fumihiro will
be specially educated to learn to create as much destruction and unhappiness in the world around him as a single
person can. Between his education in hedonism and his family's resources, Fumihiro's life is one without
repercussions. Every door is open to him, for he need obey no laws and may live out any fantasy he might have, no
matter how many people are hurt in the process. But as his education progresses, Fumihiro begins to question his
father's mandate, and starts to resist.

MARRIAGE IN CONTEMPORARY JAPAN

Routledge The phenomenon of bankonka – ‘postponement of marriage’ – is increasingly reported in contemporary
Japanese media, clearly illustrating the changing patterns of modern lifestyles and attitudes towards marriage,
personal obligation and ambition. This is the first book in recent years to explore the contemporary state of marriage
in Japanese society. Setting out the different perceptions and expectations of marriage in today’s Japan, the book
discusses how economic issues and the family impact on marital behaviour. Contrary to the views of some feminists
that young women have no interest in improving their status and position, this book argues that, by delaying marriage
and childrearing, young women can be seen as ‘rebels’ challenging Japanese patriarchal society. Unlike many other
studies, it gives equal attention to male gender roles and masculinity, exploring what constitutes being a ‘real man’ in
Japan – through the analysis of mainstream and non-mainstream conceptions of masculinity that co-exist in
contemporary Japan, and considers the implications of such different roles for the institution of marriage. It
investigates the roles of wife and mother, articulating why the strict division of labour defining men as breadwinners
and women as homemakers became popular. Moreover, it describes the changing character of courtship relationships,
explaining why the norm has shifted from arranged marriages pre-1945 to love marriages after that period. Finally, it
puts the Japanese experience into cross-cultural, international context with a series of comparisons with marriage
elsewhere both in Asia – including in Korea and Hong Kong – and in western countries such as France, Sweden, Italy
and the United States.

THE BLACK LIZARD
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AND, BEAST IN THE SHADOWS

Two Golden Age classics from Japan's grand master of mystery. Edogawa Rampo (pseudonym of Hirai Taro, 1894-1965)
is the acknowledged grand master of Japan's golden age of crime and mystery fiction. In the early part of his career, he
created the Japanese gothic mystery, developing the work of Edgar Allan Poe and related nineteenth century writers in
a distinctly Japanese form. This part of his career coincided with a great flowering in Japanese literature and culture, a
relatively free and uninhibited popular press being a defining feature of the times. In this context, Rampo's dark vision
and extravagant grotesquery found an avid readership, and had a profound influence on other writers. The Black
Lizard, a master criminal as deadly as she is beautiful, wagers all in an epic battle with a master detective. A mystery
writer vows to protect the woman he secretly loves from the Beast in the Shadows, but disaster strikes when he turns
detective himself.

JAPAN'S QUIET TRANSFORMATION

SOCIAL CHANGE AND CIVIL SOCIETY IN 21ST CENTURY JAPAN

Routledge The 1990s have been termed as 'Japan's lost decade' to describe how the phenomenal growth in the Japanese
economy ground to a halt and the country was crippled by enormous and ongoing political, economic and social
problems. In responding to these unprecedented difficulties, wide-ranging reforms have been adopted including NPO,
information disclosure and judicial reform legislation. Controversially, this book argues that such reforms are creating
a more robust civil society and demonstrate that Japan is far more dynamic than is generally recognized.

FEAR AND TREMBLING

A NOVEL

St. Martin's Press According to ancient Japanese protocol, foreigners deigning to approach the emperor did so only with
fear and trembling. Terror and self-abasement conveyed respect. Amélie, our well-intentioned and eager young
Western heroine, goes to Japan to spend a year working at the Yumimoto Corporation. Returning to the land where she
was born is the fulfillment of a dream for Amélie; working there turns into comic nightmare. Alternately disturbing and
hilarious, unbelievable and shatteringly convincing, Fear and Trembling will keep readers clutching tight to the pages
of this taut little novel, caught up in the throes of fear, trembling, and, ultimately, delight.

KEJORA DI LANGIT CINTA

Alaf 21 NUR FARADILA bahagia bersama mama dan adik perempuannya walaupun papa sudah pergi buat selama-
lamanya. Walaupun berdepan dengan kenakalan murid-murid, dia tetap gembira menyandang tugas seorang guru.
Malah, hidupnya semakin ceria dengan kehadiran Khalish di ruang yang sangat istimewa. Memang Khalish lelaki
dambaannya sejak empattahun yang lalu. Sejak bertemu di Kota Makkah ketika menunaikan umrah, langit jiwanya
dipenuhi kejora cinta buat si dia. Namun, dipendamkan rasa itu kerana malu. Bimbang kalau bertepuk sebelah tangan.
Jejaka itu terlalu memukau akal dan fikirannya.

BODIES OF EVIDENCE

WOMEN, SOCIETY, AND DETECTIVE FICTION IN 1990S JAPAN

University of Hawaii Press The publication in 1992 of Miyabe Miyuke’s highly anticipated Kasha (translated into English as
All She Was Worth) represents a watershed in the history of Japanese women’s detective fiction. Inspired by Miyabe’s
success and the increasing number of Western mysteries in translation, women began writing mysteries of all types,
employing the narrative and conceptual resources of the detective genre to depict and critique contemporary Japanese
society—and the situation of women in it. Bodies of Evidence examines this recent boom and the ways in which five
contemporary authors (Miyabe, Nonami Asa, Shibata Yoshiki, Kirino Natsuo, and Matsuo Yumi) critically engage with a
variety of social issues and concerns: consumerism and the crisis of identity, discrimination and harassment in the
workplace, sexual harassment and sexual violence, and motherhood. Bodies of Evidence moves beyond the borders of
detective fiction scholarship by exploring the worlds constructed by these authors in their novels and showing how
they intersect with other political, cultural, and economic discourses and with the lived experiences of contemporary
Japanese women.

TOKYO

MEMORY, IMAGINATION, AND THE CITY

This interdisciplinary collection examines Tokyo in the cultural imagination. The contributors analyze how Tokyo has
been perceived and experienced through such cultural lenses as novels, poetry, short stories, and films created in
Japan since the 1980s.


