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Freedom of Religion and the Secular State
John Wiley & Sons Religious freedom is the prototypical liberal freedom, a cornerstone of modern political rights. Freedom "of Religion and the Secular State" examines the concept of religious freedom, focusing on today's hot-button issues, including blasphemy and religious viliﬁcation; the teaching of
biological evolution in schools; the health and welfare of children (particularly where religious beliefs clash with modern forms of medical treatment); claims by some religious organizations for a right of conscientious objection (e.g., doctors who refuse to perform abortions); and the recognition of Sharia
law in Western societies. Such issues are topical, controversial, and intransigent. Somewhere at the core of contention lies fear of overweening government power, used to impose a favored understanding of the world - or another, transcendent, world - or to persecute those with a diﬀerent
understanding. With a background in legal and political philosophy, philosophy of religion, and moral theory, Russell Blackford traces the historical background both of religious persecution and the modern liberal state's embrace of secularity and religious freedom. Engaging in contemporary debates, he
argues for a balanced view of what religious freedom is about, and how the state should approach it.

Religious Freedom in Secular States
A 21st Century Perspective
BRILL What constitutes the core values, tenets, cultural, historic, and ideological parameters of secularism in international contexts? In twelve chapters, this edited work examines current tensions in liberal secular states where myriad rights and freedoms compete regarding education, healthcare, endof-life choices, clothing, sexual orientation, reproduction, and minority interests.

Religious Freedom in the Liberal State
Oxford University Press The right of religious freedom in major English speaking nations is a complex and vast topic, full of controversy. Oﬀering a comprehensive analysis, this book examines the key questions from both a liberal democratic and religious standpoint.

Secularism and Freedom of Conscience
Harvard University Press Jocelyn Maclure and Charles Taylor provide a clearly reasoned, articulate account of the two main principles of secularism—equal respect, and freedom of conscience—and argue that in our religiously diverse, politically interconnected world, secularism, properly understood,
may oﬀer the only path to religious and philosophical freedom.

Believing in Secular States
Freedom of Religion and Separation of State and Religion as Legal Concepts in Europe
Freedom of Religion, Secularism, and Human Rights
Oxford University Press This interdisciplinary volume examines the relationship between secularism, freedom of religion and human rights in legal, theoretical, historical and political perspective. It brings together chapters from leading scholars of human rights, law and religion, political theory,
religious studies and history, and provides insights into the state of the debate about the relationship between these concepts. Comparative in orientation, its chapters draw on constitutional and political discourses and experience not only from Western Europe and the United States, but also from India,
the Arab world, and Malaysia.

Freedom of Religion. A Comparative Law Perspective
Wydawnictwo Instytutu Wymiaru Sprawiedliwości Freedom of Religion. A Comparative Law Perspective consists of ﬁve chapters, looking at freedom of religion, particularly the display of religious symbols, in Poland, Italy, Hungary, and the United States. It provides a concise and very insightful
look into the legal regimes of four nations, allowing reader to get a solid comparative view of public religious displays in these countries. Each chapter has suﬃcient depth and overall this edited volume will be a useful resource to scholars and jurists in this area. Dr. James C. Phillips, Stanford University’s
Constitutional Law Center The presented volume leads to an in-depth reﬂection on the issue of the display of religious symbols in the public sphere, which is widely discussed today. Most of the articles prove that secularism of the contemporary state ruled by law targets Christian symbolism (cross,
cradle, the Decalogue). Christian religious symbols shall always be inscribed in the temporal order, otherwise they have no chance to be displayed in the public sphere. In this way, the rights of Catholic believers, as one of the dominant religious groups, are restricted in the name of the protection of
religious and areligious minorities. As a result, the aim is to bring about the actual equality of all religions and – ultimately – the ﬁnal removal of the Christian tradition from Western culture. Against this background, Polish (as well as Hungarian and Italian) judicial decisions present a diﬀerent approach,
which – as the authors of the volume prove – presents a position in favour of the presence of religious symbolism in the public sphere. The multifaceted evaluation of the inconsistency, casuistry and nuance of the jurisprudence of the US Supreme Court is extremely creative and interesting. It allows to
conclude that the jurisprudence of the US Supreme Court, which usually limits the presence of religious symbols in the public forum, has not yet become universally binding. The pluralism of philosophical and religious attitudes still constitutes the axiological core of American democracy. Prof. dr hab.
Andrzej Dziadzio, Jagiellonian University in Kraków
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State-Religion Relationships and Human Rights Law
Towards a Right to Religiously Neutral Governance
BRILL This book presents a human rights-based assessment of the various modes of state religion identiﬁcation and of the various forms of state practice that characterize these diﬀerent state religion models. This book makes a case for the recognition of a state duty to remain impartial with respect to
religion or belief in all regards so as to comply with people s fundamental right to be governed, at all times, in a religiously neutral manner. As this book demonstrates through the various case studies there is increasing interest and concern at the manner in which questions concerning the enjoyment of
the right to the freedom of religion or belief bear upon key questions concerning the governance of democratic society. Issues raised involve matters concerning employment, education, expression, association and, more generally, the interface between religion and political life. The existing literature
often traces these concerns back to the need to consider the place of religion in contemporary society but leaves matters there. Another body of academic literature explores the theoretical dimensions of that relationship but fails to connect it to the practice of states in order to test out the propositions
which are the product of these reﬂections. The great virtue of this work is that is seeks to unite these various enterprises and engages head on with the challenges which this produces The aim is to demonstrate and illustrate the key contention: that there is an emergent right to religiously neutral
governance, and that this is incompatible with the continuation of systems which oﬀer preference to particular forms of belief system religious or otherwise. A chief virtue of this book is that it works through the consequences of this claim in a fearless fashion, posing challenges for those states which
continue to use their legal frameworks to oﬀer support (directly or indirectly) for historical, dominant or favoured forms of religion or belief. It challenges received assumptions and, by driving the logic of contemporary human rights thinking to the foundations of state-religion relationships performs a
valuable service for those engaging with this most diﬃcult and timely of questions. Malcolm D. Evans, Professor of Public International Law, University of Bristol

Religion and State in Secular Europe Today
Theoretical Perspectives and Case Studies
The relation between religion and state in modern European history is characterized by a dual exercise: safeguarding freedom of religion for all citizens and simultaneously guaranteeing civil governance free from domination by religious authorities. While both religion and state have potential power to
suppress personal freedom and development and to keep societies in a deadlock, the present volume notes that in recent decades political and academic discourse has increasingly focused on the potential negative inﬂuence of religion. By consequence, historical attitudes of benevolence of European
states towards religion are replaced by suspicion and historical religion-state relations are questioned and torn down. Meanwhile, a so-called secular humanist worldview is presented in the public arena as not just an alternative to religions, but as actually superior to religious worldviews. In this crossdisciplinary volume, ten scholars critically scrutinize these developments in two sections. First, theoretical considerations aim to rethink what healthy relations between religion and state should look like in contemporary secularized Europe. Ongoing negotiations on the meaning of terms such as
secularity, neutrality and laicite are analyzed and the purview of the right to religious freedom is reconsidered. Second, case studies from throughout Europe demonstrate the eﬀects of past and ongoing societal developments on religious agents and their communities, which seek to take up their place
in society. As a joint eﬀort, this book aims to contribute to ongoing scholarly debate, not by providing simple and direct answers, but by asking questions and oﬀering nuanced perspectives on the topics at hand.

Religion in a Liberal State
Cambridge University Press

Secularism
Politics, Religion, and Freedom
Oxford University Press Until the modern period the integration of church (or other religion) and state (or political life) had been taken for granted. The political order was always tied to an oﬃcial religion in Christian Europe, pre-Christian Europe, and in the Arabic world. But from the eighteenth
century onwards, some European states began to set up their political order on a diﬀerent basis. Not religion, but the rule of law through non-religious values embedded in constitutions became the foundation of some states - a movement we now call secularism. In others, a de facto secularism
emerged as political values and civil and criminal law altered their professed foundation from a shared religion to a non-religious basis. Today secularism is an increasingly hot topic in public, political, and religious debate across the globe. It is embodied in the conﬂict between secular republics - from
the US to India - and the challenges they face from resurgent religious identity politics; in the challenges faced by religious states like those of the Arab world from insurgent secularists; and in states like China where calls for freedom of belief are challenging a state imposed non-religious worldview. In
this short introduction Andrew Copson tells the story of secularism, taking in momentous episodes in world history, such as the great transition of Europe from religious orthodoxy to pluralism, the global struggle for human rights and democracy, and the origins of modernity. He also considers the role of
secularism when engaging with some of the most contentious political and legal issues of our time: 'blasphemy', 'apostasy', religious persecution, religious discrimination, religious schools, and freedom of belief and thought in a divided world.

Religion, Secularism, and Constitutional Democracy
Columbia University Press Polarization between political religionists and militant secularists on both sides of the Atlantic is on the rise. Critically engaging with traditional secularism and religious accommodationism, this collection introduces a constitutional secularism that robustly meets
contemporary challenges. It identiﬁes which connections between religion and the state are compatible with the liberal, republican, and democratic principles of constitutional democracy and assesses the success of their implementation in the birthplace of political secularism: the United States and
Western Europe. Approaching this issue from philosophical, legal, historical, political, and sociological perspectives, the contributors wage a thorough defense of their project's theoretical and institutional legitimacy. Their work brings fresh insight to debates over the balance of human rights and
religious freedom, the proper deﬁnition of a nonestablishment norm, and the relationship between sovereignty and legal pluralism. They discuss the genealogy of and tensions involving international legal rights to religious freedom, religious symbols in public spaces, religious arguments in public
debates, the jurisdiction of religious authorities in personal law, and the dilemmas of religious accommodation in national constitutions and public policy when it violates international human rights agreements or liberal-democratic principles. If we profoundly rethink the concepts of religion and
secularism, these thinkers argue, a principled adjudication of competing claims becomes possible.

Secularism on the Edge
Rethinking Church-State Relations in the United States, France, and Israel
Springer In this dynamic and wide-ranging collection of essays, prominent scholars examine the condition of church-state relations in the United States, France, and Israel. Their analyses are rooted in a wide variety of disciplines, ranging from ethnography and demography to political science, gender
studies, theology, and the law.
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The Right to Freedom of Religion & Belief
An Analysis of Muslim Countries
Cosimo, Inc. As the geographical diversity of the Muslim world stretches from Europe to Africa, through the Middle East and into Asia, this region mirrors a central ﬁnding of this study - that predominantly Muslim countries include an array of constitutional measures addressing the role of Islam and the
scope of the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion or belief, and other related human rights.THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF RELIGION & BELIEF analyzes these constitutional measures currently in place related to the relationship between religion and the state in addition to freedom of
religion or belief in predominantly Muslim countries.Issued in March 2005 as The Religion-State Relationship and the Right to Freedom of Religion or Belief: A Comparative Textual Analysis of the Constitutions of Predominantly Muslim Countries, this report was originally prepared by Tad Stahnke, J.D.,
Deputy Director for Policy; and Robert C. Blitt, M.A., J.D., LL.M., Legal Policy Analyst of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF).USCIRF is an independent federal commission created the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to monitor the status of freedom of
thought, conscience, and relation or belief abroad and to give independent recommendations to the Secretary of State and Congress. For additional information about the Commission, please visit www.uscirf.gov.

Secular States and Religious Diversity
UBC Press Contemporary nation-states have seen the rise of religious pluralism within their borders, brought about by global migration and the challenge of radical religious movements. "Secular States and Religious Diversity" explores the meaning of secularism and religious freedom in these new
contexts. The contributors chart the impact of globalization, the varying forms of secularism in Western states, and the diﬀerent kinds of relations between states and religious institutions in the historical traditions and contemporary politics of Islamic, Indic, and Chinese societies. They also examine the
limitations and dilemmas of governmental responses to religious diversity, and grapple with the question of how secular states deal (and should deal) with such pluralism. This volume brings in perspectives from the non-Western world and engages with viewpoints that might increase states' capacities
to accommodate religious diversity positively.

Africa and the Decolonisation of State-Religion Policies
BRILL The book oﬀers a critical account of the practice of state-secularism in Kenya, Nigeria and Uganda in comparison to France, Turkey and the US.

A Secular Europe: Law and Religion in the European Constitutional Landscape
OUP Oxford How to accommodate diverse religious practices and laws within a secular framework is one of the most pressing and controversial problems facing contemporary European public order. In this provocative contribution to the subject, Lorenzo Zucca argues that traditional models of
secularism, focusing on the relationship of state and church, are out-dated and that only by embracing a new picture of what secularism means can Europe move forward in the public reconciliation of its religious diversity. The book develops a new model of secularism suitable for Europe as a whole. The
new model of secularism is concerned with the way in which modern secular states deal with the presence of diversity in the society. This new conception of secularism is more suited to the European Union whose overall aim is to promote a stable, peaceful and uniﬁed economic and political space
starting from a wide range of diﬀerent national experiences and perspectives. The new conception of secularism is also more suited for the Council of Europe at large, and in particular the European Court of Human Rights which faces growing demands for the recognition of freedom of religion in
European states. The new model does not defend secularism as an ideological position, but aims to present secularism as our common constitutional tradition as well as the basis for our common constitutional future.

Secularism and Religious Freedom
The Impacts on Governance and the Economy
The role of secularism in government is an important question following the events of the Arab Spring. This report aims to look at how Turkey and India's political systems evolved in the 20th and 21st century against the backdrop of constitutional secularism. Moreover, this report explores some of the
consequences of secular principles on economic and societal progress. Turkey, with a stance that separates religion and state, has had numerous problems between secular and religious groups. This strife has led to multiple coups and cycles of progress and political turmoil. The military sees its duty as
guarding the secular principles of Turkey -- a problem for politicians perceived as overly religious. In India, which has a concept of secularism that requires government consideration and protection for all religions, what has evolved is a political system that pits a party devoted to secularism against a
party that advocates a more Hindu national identity. In both Turkey and India, some social and economic interests are drowned out by more vocal religious political groups. While both these countries have diﬀerent interpretations of secularism, the current atmosphere in both countries fosters civil
unrest and, at times, violence. On a societal level the rhetoric only serves to divide people. So long as this rhetoric and atmosphere exists, there is a limit to economic progress, societal stability, and international inﬂuence. This last aspect is especially important for these two countries, which have broad
historical reach. In Turkey, previous restrictions on religion have been repealed by the current government in order to follow more democratic principles, however, many also see this as the ﬁrst step towards a politically Islamic Turkey. In India, the religious rhetoric concerns the religious minority
groups. India is a country with relatively high governmental restriction and very high societal hostility towards religion. Much of this hostility manifests as public violence. The emergence and predicted victory of a more Hindu political party only fuels the public debate over secularism. The challenge is to
balance secularism with freedom of religion, and perhaps accept an evolving stance that reﬂects each policy's limit.

The Principles of Secularism Illustrated ...
The Oxford Handbook of Secularism
Oxford University Press The Oxford Handbook of Secularism oﬀers a wide-ranging examination of secularism on a global scale, bringing together an international collection of views from prominent experts in a variety of ﬁelds. This volume reﬂects the impressive level of academic attention now given
to secularism across the humanities, social sciences, law and public policy, and international relations.

Models of Religious Freedom
Switzerland, the United States, and Syria by Analytical, Methodological, and Eclectic Representation
LIT Verlag Münster In this thesis, the US, Swiss, and Syrian models of religious freedom are illustrated in legal settings. The Analytical Representation comprises more than statements of positive law or mechanical comparison. Each chapter is introduced by thought-forms predominant in the
respective legal culture. The objective of the Methodological Representation is to investigate the logic and legitimate pattern by which the US and Swiss judiciary come to the conclusion that an alleged interference is covered under the right to religious freedom. The last dimension, which is the Eclectic
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Representation, pursues a dual aim. Firstly, the idea is to develop an actual guideline of religious freedom rules, and secondly, to evaluate how much religious freedom is internalized in the US, Swiss, and Syrian legal systems. Dissertation. (Series: ReligionsRecht im Dialog - Vol. 12)

Political Secularism, Religion, and the State
Cambridge University Press This book examines how the competition between religious and secular forces inﬂuenced state religion policy between 1990 and 2008. While both sides were active, the religious side had considerably more success. The book examines how states supported religion as
well as how they restricted it.

Religion, Rights and Secular Society
European Perspectives
Edward Elgar Publishing ÔReligion, Rights and Secular Society by Peter Cumper and Tom Lewis is a both timely and important publication. In a series of highly interesting and well-written essays Ð some of which are case studies covering many diﬀerent European nations whereas others are more
theoretical Ð the book looks at a key paradox in contemporary Europe: the relatively high levels of secularity in most European countries on the one hand, and the marked resurgence of religion in public debates on the other. While never pretending that there are ready answers to the problems of
reconciling secular and religious values in Europe, the contributors make it quite clear that Europeans need to return to questions about religion that they had previously regarded as being settled. This is food for thought at a very high level!Õ Ð Helle Porsdam, University of Copenhagen, Denmark This
topical collection of chapters examines secular society and the legal protection of religion and belief across Europe, both in general and more nation-speciﬁc terms. The expectations of many that religion in modern Europe would be swept away by the powerful current of secularization have not been
realised, and today few topics generate more controversy than the complex relationship between religious and secular values. The Ôreligious/secularÕ relationship is examined in this book, which brings together scholars from diﬀerent parts of Europe and beyond to provide insights into the methods by
which religion and equivalent beliefs have been, and continue to be, protected in the legal systems and constitutions of European nations. The contributorsÕ chapters reveal that the oft-tumultuous legacy of EuropeÕs relationship with religion still resonates across a continent where legal, political and
social contours have been powerfully shaped by faith and religious diﬀerence. Covering recent controversies such as the Islamic headscarf, and the presence of the cruciﬁx in school class-rooms, this book will appeal to academics and students in law, human rights and the social sciences, as well as law
and policy makers and NGOs in the ﬁeld of human rights.

Religious Freedom in a Secular Age?
Independently Published One of the challenges facing the world today is the question of religious freedom: how and to what extent millennia-old religious beliefs and practices, central to the lives of millions of people, can or should be accommodated. The question is particularly acute in the postChristian, Western, secular states characterised by the claimed pluralism of so-called comprehensive doctrines. In this work on religious freedom and secularism I suggest that not only the dominant view of religious freedom as just one of the human rights does not have a satisfactory answer to these
challenges, shorn of its historical and conceptual roots in the Judeo-Christian intellectual tradition, but that the very socio-political framework in which these challenges are posed today is incoherent and unsatisfactory for the reasons discussed. The background to this discussion is the increasingly
evident realisation by many voices that while political and individual freedom is a necessary condition for individual and social ﬂourishing it is not a suﬃcient condition. The ideas of personal freedom and individual autonomy had a transformative and revolutionary impact in the West; yet they were
largely actualised thanks to the doctrines of a particular - Christian - religious tradition. Contents Chapter 1. Religious freedom and human rights Chapter 2. Religion, freedom and the secular age Chapter 3. The myth of the secular state Chapter 4. Kant on reason, morality and religion Chapter 5. Reason
and the varieties of secularism Chapter 6. The challenge of voluntarism Edgar Ter Danielyan holds a First in Philosophy and Theology from Heythrop College, University of London, a research MA in Philosophy from the University of Buckingham (where he studied under the late Sir Roger Scruton), a
Chartered Fellowship in Computing, and a Catholic Certiﬁcate in Religious Studies with Distinction from the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales.

Liberal Neutrality and State Support for Religion
Springer This book focuses on the ﬁnancing of religions, examining some European church-state models, using a philosophical methodology. The work defends autonomy-based liberalism and elaborates how this liberalism can meet the requirements of liberal neutrality. The chapters also explore
religious education and the ﬁnancing of institutionalized religion. This volume collates the work of top scholars in the ﬁeld. Starting from the idea that autonomy-based liberalism is an adequate framework for the requirement of liberal neutrality, the author elaborates why a liberal state can support
religions and how she should do this, without violating the principle of neutrality. Taking into account the principle of religious freedom and the separation of church and state, this work explores which criteria the state should take into account when she actively supports religions, faith-based schools
and religious education. A number of concrete church-state models, including hands-oﬀ, religious accommodation and the state church are evaluated, and the book gives some recommendations in order to optimize those church-state models, where needed. Practitioners and scholars of politics, law,
philosophy and education, especially religious education, will ﬁnd this work of particular interest as it has useful guidelines on policies and practices, as well as studies of church-state models.

Religion in a Liberal State
Cambridge University Press Leading authors in politics, law, sociology and theology discuss what the proper place of religion is in a liberal state.

How to Be Secular
A Call to Arms for Religious Freedom
HMH Why secularism isn’t the same thing as atheism—and why it’s crucial for preserving liberty and democracy for all Americans, regardless of their beliefs. Founding father Thomas Jeﬀerson believed that “religion is a matter which lies solely between man and his God,” but these days many people
seem to have forgotten this ideal. Conservatives claim America is a “Christian nation” and urge that laws be structured around religious convictions. Hardcore atheists, meanwhile, seek to undermine and attack religion at all levels. Surely there must be a middle ground. In How to Be Secular, Jacques
Berlinerblau issues a call to the moderates—those who are tired of the belligerence on the fringes—that we return to America’s long tradition of secularism, which seeks to protect both freedom from and for religion. He looks at the roots of secularism and examines how it should be bolstered and
strengthened so that Americans of all stripes can live together peacefully. “Jacques Berlinerblau mounts a careful, judicious, and compelling argument that America needs more secularists. . . . The author’s argument merits a wide hearing and will change the way we think and talk about religious
freedom.” —Randall Balmer, author of Thy Kingdom Come: How the Religious Right Distorts FaithandThreatens America

Freedom of Religion in Turkey Between Secular and Islamic Values
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The Situation of Christians
Freedom of religion has been a delicate issue since the foundation of the Turkish Republic, despite the principle of secularism stated in the country’s constitution since 1937. This is especially evident in considering the status of non-Muslim minorities. After decades marked by assaults aimed at the nonMuslims of Turkey and conﬁscation of properties belonging to their communities, several reform packages were adopted by the Turkish government in order better to secure their religious freedoms. Recent developments signaled a change may be underway with regard to state’s approach to religion in
general, and non-Muslims in particular. Despite the growing body of literature focusing on the recent democratization process in Turkey, only a few studies found the case of non-Muslims worthy of including in their analysis, as they are often perceived to be insigniﬁcant due to their small share among
the general population. In accounting for recent developments visible in various ﬁelds such as civil-military relations, Kurdish issue and religion-state relations, a vast majority scholarship has perceived the European Union accession process as the main anchor of this democratization process.
Considering, however, that the recasting of freedom of religion has continued even after the stagnation of EU conditionality, alternative explanations must be explored. I argue that the recent process of recasting the parameters of religious freedoms can be solely explained by neither the role of EU
conditionality nor the reading of developments through separate alternative models. Though recent years have witnessed several signiﬁcant attempts combining various models in explaining the democratization process, no analysis to date has paid particular attention to religion and religious
preferences, and I believe this leads to an insuﬃcient understanding of recent developments in relation to freedom of religion. In order to gain a comprehensive perspective, I have adopted an analytically eclectic approach beneﬁting from External Incentives, Social Learning and Lesson Drawing models
and demonstrated how together they have interactively shaped the parameters of freedom of religion throughout diﬀerent time periods in the Turkish state. I have employed a within-case-comparison methodology of three time periods (1999-2005/ 2005-2010/ 2011-2015), embracing a process-tracing
method. Taking the results generated by applying these models to the context in Turkey, I contend that EU conditionality was the initial motive behind the reform process in the ﬁrst time period analyzed, while growth of social dynamics has been observed only during the second period. Finally, the
lesson drawing model, aka the AKP’s preferences, have played a decisive role throughout all of the time periods examined.

Belief, Law and Politics
What Future for a Secular Europe?
Routledge This edited collection gathers together the principal ﬁndings of the three-year RELIGARE project, which dealt with the question of religious and philosophical diversity in European law. Speciﬁcally, it covers four spheres of public policy and legislation where the pressure to accommodate
religious diversity has been most strongly felt in Europe: employment, family life, use of public space and state support mechanisms. Embracing a forward-looking approach, the ﬁnal RELIGARE report provides recommendations to governance units at the local, national and European levels regarding
issues of religious pluralism and secularism. This volume adds context and critique to those recommendations and more generally opens an intellectual discussion on the topic of religion in the European Union. The book consists of two main parts: the ﬁrst includes the principal ﬁndings of the RELIGARE
research project, while the second is a compilation of 28 short contributions from inﬂuential scholars, legal practitioners, policy makers and activists who respond to the report and oﬀer their views on the sensitive issue of religious diversity and the law in Europe.

Religion, Human Rights and International Law
A Critical Examination of Islamic State Practices
Martinus Nijhoﬀ Publishers Freedom of religion is a subject, which has throughout human history been a source of profound disagreements and conﬂict. In the modern era, religious-based intolerance continues to provide lacerative and tormenting concern to the possibility of congenial human
relationships. As the present study examines, religions have been relied upon to perpetuate discrimination and inequalities, and to victimise minorities to the point of forcible assimilation and genocide. The study provides an overview of the complexities inherent in the freedom of religion within
international law and an analysis of the cultural-religious relativist debate in contemporary human rights law. As many of the chapters examine, Islamic State practices have been a major source of concern. In the backdrop of the events of 11 September 2001, a considerable focus of this volume is upon
the Muslim world, either through the emergent State practices and existing constitutional structures within Muslim majority States or through Islamic diasporic communities resident in Europe and North-America.

Equality, Freedom, and Religion
Oxford University Press Is religious freedom being curtailed in pursuit of equality, and the outlawing of discrimination? Is enough eﬀort made to accommodate those motivated by a religious conscience? All rights matter but at times the right to put religious beliefs into practice increasingly takes
second place in the law of diﬀerent countries to the pursuit of other social priorities. The right to freedom of belief and to manifest belief is written into all human rights charters. In the United States religious freedom is sometimes seen as 'the ﬁrst freedom'. Yet increasingly in many jurisdictions in
Europe and North America, religious freedom can all too easily be 'trumped' by other rights. Roger Trigg looks at the assumptions that lie behind the subordination of religious liberty to other social concerns, especially the pursuit of equality. He gives examples from diﬀerent Western countries of a
steady erosion of freedom of religion. The protection of freedom of worship is often seen as suﬃcient, and religious practices are separated from the beliefs which inspire them. So far from religion in general, and Christianity in particular, providing a foundation for our beliefs in human dignity and human
rights, religion is all too often seen as threat and a source of conﬂict, to be controlled at all costs. The challenge is whether any freedom can preserved for long, if the basic human right to freedom of religious belief and practice is dismissed as of little account, with no attempt to provide any reasonable
accommodation. Given the central role of religion in human life, unnecessary limitations on its expression are attacks on human freedom itself.

The European Court of Human Rights and the Freedom of Religion or Belief
The 25 Years since Kokkinakis
BRILL The European Court of Human Rights and the Freedom of Religion or Belief is the ﬁrst systematic analyis of the Court's ﬁrst twenty-ﬁve years of jurisprudence on one of the most hotly contested areas of human rights.

Religious Diﬀerence in a Secular Age
A Minority Report
Princeton University Press The plight of religious minorities in the Middle East is often attributed to the failure of secularism to take root in the region. Religious Diﬀerence in a Secular Age challenges this assessment by examining four cornerstones of secularism—political and civil equality, minority
rights, religious freedom, and the legal separation of private and public domains. Drawing on her extensive ﬁeldwork in Egypt with Coptic Orthodox Christians and Bahais—religious minorities in a predominantly Muslim country—Saba Mahmood shows how modern secular governance has exacerbated
religious tensions and inequalities rather than reduced them. Tracing the historical career of secular legal concepts in the colonial and postcolonial Middle East, she explores how contradictions at the very heart of political secularism have aggravated and ampliﬁed existing forms of Islamic hierarchy,
bringing minority relations in Egypt to a new historical impasse. Through a close examination of Egyptian court cases and constitutional debates about minority rights, conﬂicts around family law, and controversies over freedom of expression, Mahmood invites us to reﬂect on the entwined histories of
secularism in the Middle East and Europe. A provocative work of scholarship, Religious Diﬀerence in a Secular Age challenges us to rethink the promise and limits of the secular ideal of religious equality.
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Beyond Religious Freedom
The New Global Politics of Religion
Princeton University Press In recent years, North American and European nations have sought to legally remake religion in other countries through an unprecedented array of international initiatives. Policymakers have rallied around the notion that the fostering of religious freedom, interfaith
dialogue, religious tolerance, and protections for religious minorities are the keys to combating persecution and discrimination. Beyond Religious Freedom persuasively argues that these initiatives create the very social tensions and divisions they are meant to overcome. Elizabeth Shakman Hurd looks
at three critical channels of state-sponsored intervention: international religious freedom advocacy, development assistance and nation building, and international law. She shows how these initiatives make religious diﬀerence a matter of law, resulting in a divide that favors forms of religion authorized
by those in power and excludes other ways of being and belonging. In exploring the dizzying power dynamics and blurred boundaries that characterize relations between "expert religion," "governed religion," and "lived religion," Hurd charts new territory in the study of religion in global politics. A
forceful and timely critique of the politics of promoting religious freedom, Beyond Religious Freedom provides new insights into today's most pressing dilemmas of power, diﬀerence, and governance.

Secular Government, Religious People
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Argues that the secular character of the American government, rather than a set of individual rights, is the centerpiece of religious liberty in the United States.

Religion, Secular Beliefs and Human Rights
Second Revised Edition
Martinus Nijhoﬀ Publishers This second edition of the book updates the information on relevant developments that took place in the time elapsed. and incorporates several new chapters on important issues related to religious freedoms. Such are the chapters on freedom from religion, religion and
freedom of association, religion and freedom of expression (including the controversy with respect of defamation of religions), and group rights and legal pluralism. The order of the chapters has been rearranged.

Sincerely Held
American Secularism and Its Believers
University of Chicago Press A novel account of the relationship between sincerity, religious freedom, and the secular in the United States. “Sincerely held religious belief” is now a common phrase in discussions of American religious freedom, from opinions handed down by the US Supreme Court to
local controversies. The “sincerity test” of religious belief has become a cornerstone of US jurisprudence, framing what counts as legitimate grounds for First Amendment claims in the eyes of the law. In Sincerely Held, Charles McCrary provides an original account of how sincerely held religious belief
became the primary standard for determining what legally counts as authentic religion. McCrary skillfully traces the interlocking histories of American sincerity, religion, and secularism starting in the mid-nineteenth century. He analyzes a diverse archive, including Herman Melville’s novel The
Conﬁdence-Man, vice-suppressing police, Spiritualist women accused of being fortune-tellers, eclectic conscientious objectors, secularization theorists, Black revolutionaries, and anti-LGBTQ litigants. Across this history, McCrary reveals how sincerity and sincerely held religious belief developed as
technologies of secular governance, determining what does and doesn’t entitle a person to receive protections from the state. This fresh analysis of secularism in the United States invites further reﬂection on the role of sincerity in public life and religious studies scholarship, asking why sincerity has
come to matter so much in a supposedly “post-truth” era.

A Secular Age Beyond the West
Cambridge University Press This book compares secularity in societies not shaped by Western Christianity, particularly in Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa.

The Right to Religious Freedom in International Law
Between Group Rights and Individual Rights
Routledge This book analyses the right to religious freedom in international law, drawing on an array of national and international cases. Taking a rigorous approach to the right to religious freedom, Anat Scolnicov argues that the interpretation and application of religious freedom must be understood
as a conﬂict between individual and group claims of rights, and that although some states, based on their respective histories, religions, and cultures, protect the group over the individual, only an individualistic approach of international law is a coherent way of protecting religious freedom. Analysing
legal structures in a variety of both Western and Non-Western jurisdictions, the book sets out a topography of diﬀerent constitutional structures of religions within states and evaluates their compliance with international human rights law. The book also considers the position of women's religious
freedom vis-à-vis community claims of religious freedom, of children’s right to religious freedom and of the rights of dissenters within religious groups.

Church, State, and Democracy in Expanding Europe
Oxford University Press Lavinia Stan and Lucian Turcescu examine the relationship between religion and politics in ten former communist Eastern European countries. Contrary to widespread theories of increasing secularization, Stan and Turcescu argue that in most of these countries, the
populations have shown themselves to remain religious even as they embrace modernization and democratization. Church-state relations in the new EU member states can be seen in political representation for church leaders, governmental subsidies, registration of religions by the state, and religious
instruction in public schools. Stan and Turcescu outline three major models: the Czech church-state separation model, in which religion is private and the government secular; the pluralist model of Hungary, Bulgaria and Latvia, which views society as a group of complementary but autonomous spheres for example, education, the family, and religion - each of which is worthy of recognition and support from the state; and the dominant religion model that exists in Poland, Romania, Estonia, and Lithuania, in which the government maintains informal ties to the religious majority. Church, State, and
Democracy in Expanding Europe oﬀers critical tools for understanding church-state relations in an increasingly modern and democratic Eastern Europe.
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